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Conference Agreements 

The 14-nation conference on Laos has so far agreed upon: 

a. A 13 -power declaration on the neutrality of Laos, in 
which the 13 non-Lao signatories undertake to respect the 
sovereignty, independence, neutrality, unity and territorial 
integrity of the Kingdom of Laos. They undertake to refrain 
from interference in the internal affairs of Laos or to bring Laos 
into a military alliance or introduce foreign troops into Laos or 
establish military bases there./ Most important, from the point of 
view of preventing Laos from being used as a corridor to South 
Vietnam is an undertaking not to use the territory of Laos for 
interference in the internal affairs of other countries. 

b. Protocol to the declaration on the neutrality of Laos. 

This provides for: the withdrawal of foreign troops and ICC super- 

vision thereof; the prohibition of the introduction of troops and 
limitations in introduction of war materiel; 

arrangements for the contuation of the French presence; the duties 

* 

of the co-chairmen, the most significant of which is that the co- 
chairmen shall exercise supervision over the observation of the 
agreement, meaning in effect that the Soviets have undertaken to po- 
lice the communist bloc members in respect to carrying out the 
agreement; ICC functions including submission of majority and 
minority reports; (although all recommendations and conclusions of 
the ICC must be unanimous) investigations to be undertaken at the 
request of a majority or the RLQ and an agreement that the ICC may 
go to any place in Laos and stay as long as necessary to carry out 


its investigations. 
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Questions still unresolved are: 

a. Providing the ICC with a function in respect to the 
demobilization "and integration of forces in Laos. 

b. The removal of the SEATO umbrella over Laos. 

The agreement as a whole still awaits the declaration of 
neutrality by the unified Lao government. 



